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Background

• CPF: independent charitable trust set up in 1891. Mission to 
tackle poverty in London.

• Following open tender process, commissioned NPI to produce 
London’s Poverty Profile.

• NPI: a “think tank” working since 1996 on a range of social 
issues including Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion for 
JRF.

• First independent report on poverty in London of any kind in a 
long time



www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk

Aims

• To gain a better understanding of the factors 
contributing to poverty and social exclusion in London 
and the impact this has on the lives of Londoners.

• To measure and analyse Government performance 
on key areas related to these issues. 

• To identify emerging trends and concerns, which may 
not be in the policy spotlight. 

• To help CPF, as well as others, to develop policies 
and undertake work to tackle poverty and social 
exclusion in London. 
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Meaning of ‘poverty’

• Measured here by low income (less than 60% of median 
income, after housing costs)

• This (conventional) poverty measure can be justified via 
studies of what is needed for a minimum standard of living

• Precise choice threshold (60%?) always debatable – but 
trends and intra-region contrasts are fairly robust

• In 2007/08, the threshold was £199 per week for a couple 
with no children, £195 for a single adult with two young 
children and £279 for a couple with two children

• Note that the money involved (£115 a week for a single adult) 
is nearly twice the level of social security benefit
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Prelude: The impact of the recession on poverty

• Employment down by 1.5% in London over last year compared 
to 0.9% on average in England 

• Highest JSA claimant rates in Inner East (Tower Hamlets, 
Newham, Hackney, Islington and Haringey) – but biggest 
increases  often elsewhere (Barking & Dagenham, Greenwich, 
Havering)

• Across UK, poverty ‘risk’ for workless households is about 60%

• Un/under-employment also creates part-working households –
where poverty risk is still high 30%

• Response to recession must consider working poor too
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Child poverty is higher in London than in other regions

• N.B.: high but decreasing in Inner London; less high but 
increasing in Outer London
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London is the most unequal region in England

• More people live in the top tenth and the bottom tenth of household 
income nationally  than any region in England
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Shares of total net income
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More low income people now live in Outer than Inner 
London

• At the turn of the decade, the numbers were equal
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Outer London has a higher proportion of low paid jobs
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But over one fifth of low paid jobs are in the Inner West
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Worklessness varies by nationality and gender
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Improvements in GCSEs for those with lowest grades

• Inner London no longer stands out, Outer London is better than 
English regions

• This is an example of a “good news” indicator in the report
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London has a very high proportion of households in 
temporary accommodation

• Around two thirds of all households in temporary 
accommodation are in London
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Inner and Outer London and the sub-regions
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Outer West & North West London
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Inner West
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Inner East & South
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Outer East & North East
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Outer South
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Working-age proportion receiving means- tested benefits

• Often great variation within the boroughs too

www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk

How can others use London’s Poverty Profile?

• All data at www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk
• Fundraising
• Needs analysis
• Strategic planning
• Campaigning
• Measuring London’s progress
• A starting point for local research (Hammersmith 

United; Cripplegate Foundation)
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How is CPF using London’s Poverty Profile?

• Mid-term review of 2007-2011 funding priorities
• Prioritising within existing aims, e.g. in-work poverty, 

Outer London and the living wage campaign.
• Planning for 2012 – 2016 funding period
• Influencing other funders
• Influencing policy-makers e.g. GLA and London 

Councils
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